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CHRISTMAS FAMILIES 

Once again our church has selected two families with needs to help 

make their Christmas a little brighter.  A listing of the family members 

and their sizes along with suggestions for gifts is found on a separate 

sheet included with this newsletter.  The gifts are to be brought to 

church no later than Sunday, December 14th.  Please bring them 

unwrapped as they will wrap them.  If you get gift receipts for the 

items you’re giving, then please attach the gift receipt to that item.  

You may also want to attach the name of the child/adult that the gift 

is for so to make it easier when they wrap the item. If you have gift 

boxes, gift bags, and or wrapping paper that you’d like to donate, that 

would be wonderful. 

 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER & PARTY 

Don’t forget that the Christmas dinner and party is on Tuesday, 

December 2nd at the From the Field Cooking School located in the 

Field Shopping Center in Morton.  It is set to begin at 5:00 p.m., but 

dinner won’t be served until around 6:00 so that those of you that 

work can make it in time.  Cost is $15.00/person which includes the 

gratuity.  Reservation deadline is Sunday, November 30th.  (A sign-up 

sheet is still posted in the fellowship room, or you may contact Mary 

Jane Johnson at 645-4102.  Don’t forget that guests are welcome.) 

There will be a gift exchange if you would like to participate.  These 

generic Christmas items are to be wrapped and valued around $10. 

Because this is a cooking school, Mary Jane has arranged it so that if 

you wish, you may help prepare some of the food items—just make 

certain you arrive at 5:00.  Also, because we will not be at the 

church, you may bring wine, beer, etc. to enjoy with your meal. 

The menu is as follows: 

Assorted Cheese Balls with Crackers & Crudité 

Strawberry Goat Cheese Salad with Strawberry 

Vinaigrette 

Chicken with Dried Fruit 

Vinegar & Salt Potatoes 

Roasted Root Vegetables with Prosciutto 

Black Forrest Cake 

Coffee, Tea, Water 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Last Christmas the young people of our church made a change to 

their Christmas “Program.”  They decided to learn one of the values 

of Christmas and that is to give.  They gave their time and effort and 

prepared (with the help of their moms) and served a lovely meal 

which was then followed by a Christmas movie.  Because all who 

attended and worked at the meal liked it so much, they have decided 

to do it again this year. 

 

On Sunday, December 14th the young people of our church are 

inviting you to come and enjoy a delicious Christmas dinner of roast 

pork loin with all the fixings.  The meal will begin at 4:00 p.m.  

Following that will be a Christmas movie. 

 

The children are hoping that you’ll be able to attend, so please sign 

up on the bulletin board so that they know how many to prepare for. 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

On Christmas Eve our church doors will open so that you and your 

family and friends can come join us as we celebrate the birth of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  The candlelight service will begin at 7:00 p.m.  

Following the program will be a time of fellowship where you can 

renew old acquaintances and make new ones while you enjoy some 

hot wassail and Christmas cookies. 

 

This is always such a special service for us not only because we are 

rejoicing Christ’s birth, but because we are doing so in our barn—a 

stable.  So please join us on Christmas Eve and once again find the 

true meaning of Christmas. 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES AND WASSAIL 

On Christmas Eve we will once again have hot wassail and 

Christmas cookies for all to enjoy during a time of fellowship following 

the service.  If you would like to bring a plate of your Christmas 

cookies or candy, then please do so.  It would help if you would put 

then on a disposable plate to make clean up afterwards easier.  

Thank you for your contribution for that night ahead of time.  

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Over the years we have posted Christmas cards from our church 

family near and far.  If you would like to post your card on our bulletin 

board, then please do so.  Room will be made for this on the bulletin 

board by the kitchen. 

This year we tried something new.  Some of you are sending holiday 

greetings in this edition of the Silo Soundings.  Please look for those 

on a separate page. 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Don’t forget that there will be a brief Congregational Meeting 

following the worship service on Sunday, December 14th.  The 

purpose of this meeting will be for the nominating committee to 

present their slate of elders to replace the two elders whose terms 

expire in December of this year.  We will then vote on these 

candidates along with any nominated from the floor that morning.  

After the election we will then nominate two individuals to be on next 

year’s nominating committee. 

 

KROGER GIFT CARDS 

Have someone on your Christmas list who is difficult to buy for?  Why 

not get them a Kroger Gift Card.  They are available from Kris 

Reeser and cost only $20 which is the value of the card!  These 

cards will help you with your dilemma and will help our church as we 

get a percentage of every card Kris sells. 

Do you have one of the Kroger Gift Cards from us already?  Well did 

you know that if you add to the amount (at the Kroger office or at one 

of the registers) a percentage of that amount will also go to our 

church?  It is a win-win situation—how easy is that! 

 

WHAT GOES UP MUST COME DOWN 

The Christmas greens and decorations went up on November 30th 

and must be taken down on Sunday, January 4th.  This will be done 

following the worship service that day.  We have found that more 

people are able to stay and help if we do this after a church service.  

This of course makes the job go much faster and easier for everyone 

involved.  So please give us a hand that day—we will appreciate it. 

 

2015 STEWARDSHIP APPEAL 

Our church treasurer, Mike Johnson, has placed papers (yellow) in 

the fellowship room for those of you wishing to make financial 

pledges for the 2015 church year.  He would like these papers filled 

out and the bottom section returned to him by Sunday, December 

21st.  That would give him time to work up a budget for session to 

approve before it is presented to the congregation at the 

congregational meeting that is held in January.  Thank you! 

 

A POSSIBLE ACTIVITY FOR 2015 

The church recently received a flyer about a performance to be held 

at Five Points in Washington in April of 2015.  It is called “The 

Church Basement Ladies in the Last (Potluck) Supper.”  It is a 

“heavenly play full of music and comedy!”  The Minneapolis Star 

Tribune said it was “…a down-home charmer that offers loads of 

laughs.” 

There will be two performances on Thursday, April 23rd.  The matinee 

will be at 2:00 p.m. and cost $25.  The evening show is at 7:00 p.m. 

and will cost $30.  They are offering a discount for groups of 12 or 

more.  If you go you can also have an option of a luncheon at 11:30 

a.m. for $10 or a dinner at 5:00 p.m. for $15. 

If you are interested in going then please contact Claudia and let her 

know.  It sounds like an enjoyable event and because it is only 

offered for two performances it might be wise to get tickets fairly 

early. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

December  4—Ruben Mangels 

December 12—Ruth Bassett 

December 23—Gloria Berry 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

December 17—John & Linda Harbaugh 

 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to recovery. 
John Harbaugh—for continued strength and patience as he deals 
with Linda’s health issues along with his own. 
Dick Stribley--his health continues to change from one moment to the 
next.  Please say extra prayers for him and his family. 
Ruth Bassett**--as she deals with her health at Morton Terrace. 
Dorothy Williams**--her MS is taking more and more of her strength.  
She still though continues to live at Brandon Wood. 
Lois and Gary Mort—for improved health for both of them. 
Dorothy and Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 
Barb Necessary—to stay healthy and pain free. 
Mike Claver—for continued healing and patience. 
Ann Evans—for continued healing from her knee replacement 
surgery. 
 
**Our members in Morton nursing homes and senior residences 
would enjoy a visit from you as they are no longer able to get to 
church on Sundays.  

 

 

Merry Christmas



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS  

“Have a blessed holiday you all.” 

From Pete and Dorothy 

 

“The Johnson family wishes you health, happiness 

and peace in the New Year!” 

Mike and Mary Jane 

 

“Merry Christmas!” 

Max 

 

“May you be blessed with the spirit of the season, 

which is peace; 

The gladness of the season, which is hope; 

And the heart of the season, which is love. 

Merry Christmas and blessed New Year to our 

church family!” 

John and Lori Lewis 

 

“Merry Christmas!  I’ll miss you all winter.” 

Ann 

 

   “When I think of Christmas, I think of my family 

and the love and support I get from them year 

round.  I think of my church family, and how blest 

I am for being a part of such a wonderful family.  I 

think of the beautiful music of Christmas and 

what it means to be able to share it with you 

during this time.  But most of all, I remember the 

meaning of the season and that is to celebrate the 

birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

   I wish you all a wonderful Christmas.” 

Nancy  

“With every joyful song of Christmas 

Let freedom ring each day 

Because we’re blessed 

Here in the USA.” 

Merry Christmas to all, 

Lois and Gary 

 

   “The star shone down on the stable when Christ 

was born.  All came looking for ‘the light of the 

world’ and found it in the form of one small baby 

boy.   

   Christmas does not come in packages, light, 

trees, or even Santa.  Christmas joy comes 

through the unending love of Christ. 

   To my church family I wish you all that Christ’s 

love can bring.” 

Sue Troxell 

 

   “Whether you are near or far, we would like to 

wish our church family the blessings of the 

Christmas season – now and in the coming year.” 

Andy and Claudia 

 

   “May Joy be your gift at Christmas and may 

Faith, Hope and Love be your treasures in the New 

Year.” 

Pastor Penny and Terry Frame 

 

 

 

 



Silent Night  
 

It happens every Christmas. Hustling, bustling, shopping, traveling, cooking. Parties, banquets, Santa Claus, 

pageants, decorations, trees, lights, clothes.  

 

We get caught up in the season of Christmas, stressed about making arrangements, to see and please everyone, 

pressured to balance an already busy schedule with unlimited amounts of additional activities, pushed to attend, 

give, join, gather and perform.  

 

But it happens every Christmas. We are busily tending to our own flock, when out nowhere, the calm and peace 

and tranquility of Christmas comes. We are never prepared for it. We are always stunned. And amazed. And we 

experience the awe of the nativity, an event we never witnessed, but of which we somehow have mysterious 

first-hand knowledge.  

 

Silent night, holy night, 

all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin 

mother and child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

It happens every Christmas, and it is frequently this hymn that catches us off guard. We vividly see and 

experience the serene relief of a world with a newly-born savior.  

 

Then we are transported to the nearby hillside, where shepherds busily tended their sheep, completely unaware 

that they had been chosen to receive the best news ever heard. We join them, trembling, no quaking, with fear. 

And above them, the sky is laid open with what can only be described as glory.  

 

Glories stream from heaven afar,  

heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

With the angels let us sing,  

Alleluia to our King;  

Christ the Savior is born. 
 

And this we can’t imagine or experience first-hand. Neither Bach nor Mozart ever composed music that 

remotely compared to the songs the angels sang that night. The total, absolute majesty that only heaven could 

produce, suitable for the greatest tidings from a glorious God to his lonely creation. We know it is 

unfathomable, and reserved only for the time when we enter his glory.  

 

But we can see the glory in our Lord and Savior. He is our window, our path to our heavenly home. Even as a 

baby…  
 

Son of God, love's pure light; 

radiant beams from thy holy face 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Dear Father,  

It happens every Christmas. We get so caught up in the spirit of the season, that we lose sight of the meaning of 

Christmas, and the reason for the celebration in the first place. Keep us mindful that you are constantly reaching 

out for us, that you are always there for us. Just as you were many years ago on that amazing, Silent Night. Help 

us to see your glory through your glorious son, Jesus Christ.  

 

For we pray in his name. Amen. 

 

May your heart be lifted in praise this Christmas 
for the wonderful gift of Jesus 
and the joy He brings to our lives. 
Have a wonderful Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year 
Pastor Penny  

 
 

http://ehymnal.com/silent.shtml

