
ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

Once again our church is going to have an all church 

Christmas party.  This year the dinner party has been set 

for Tuesday, December 6th beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The 

party will be held at the church this time and will be 

catered by The Cook-ery.  (The Cook-ery is owned by 

two women who purchased Bill Turney’s From the Field 

Cooking School located in the Field Shopping Center.) 

The cost per person for the meal is $15 payable by 

December 4th to Claudia (checks made out to the church).  

Reservations must be made by Tuesday morning, 

November 29th.  There is a sign-up sheet located on the 

bulletin board, or you can call Claudia by the 29th. 

 

The menu for the evening is the following: 

 

 

Session approved having wine at the party to enjoy with 

the meal.  So if you would like to bring a bottle, you are 

welcome to do so. 

 

We will have games to play following the meal.  Then if 

you would care to join in, there will be a gift exchange.  

To participate in the exchange, just purchase a $10 

Christmas type item (decoration, food, etc.) that can be 

enjoyed by male or female.  Then just wrap it or put it in a 

gift bag.  

 

I know that this is short notice, but we wanted to have the 

party before the month gets crazy! 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

 

If you would like to post a Christmas card in the 

fellowship room to extend holiday greetings to others in 

the congregation, then you are welcome to do so.  There 

is a space on the bulletin board (by the coffee urn) for you 

to attach your card to.  (Any greeting cards mailed to the 

church will also be placed on the bulletin board.) 

 
PICTURES WITH SANTA 

 

Mary Jane Johnson’s company is using our fellowship 

room on Saturday, December 10th for pictures with Santa 

for their clients and workers.  She has invited our church 

members to come that day too if they would like.  This 

event is from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Each person will 

receive a free 4X6-inch picture along with access to a 

digital link of the picture taken.  HO, HO, HO! 

 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

 

Every December our church holds one of its favorite 

services—the Christmas Eve Service.  This candlelight 

service held in our barn makes everyone feel closer to 

the true meaning of Christmas.  So please feel free to 

invite your family and friends to join you for the service 

that will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Following the service if you are able to stay, we invite you 

to join us for hot wassail and Christmas cookies and 



candy.  Members are welcome to bring a dozen cookies 

or candy for this time.  Please though bring the items on a 

disposable plate or container. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 

 

We will not be having a church service on Christmas Day.  

Because we have the lovely, fulfilling candlelight service 

on Christmas Eve we did not feel the need to have 

another service the next day.  So please stay at home 

and enjoy that time with your family. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 

 

This year we are asking the congregation to help us help 

those in need at Christmas time.  Instead of gifts, we are 

asking for gift cards to places like groceries, gas stations, 

restaurants, Walmart, etc. We will then get the cards to 

the needy families given to us or provided by We Care. 

 

We also have a couple of former Young Marines that are 

now serving our country in the Marine Corp. Items like 

healthy snacks, beef jerky, playing cards, paperbacks, 

magazines, pens, pencils, AA and D batteries, puzzle 

books, Christmas fun items, etc. One of the young men is 

overseas stationed at Okinawa, so his items would need 

to be mailed ASAP.  We’ll need the items for the rest of 

the people by Saturday, December 11th. 

 

Please see Lori Lewis and Mary Jane Johnson with your 

donations.  If they are not available, any session member 

should be able to take your donation.  I thank you in 

advance for your kindness. 

 

 
 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

 

Every year the Marines collect new, unwrapped toys to 

be given to children throughout the area at Christmas 

time.  Mary Jane Johnson’s business is a drop off place 

for these toys.  She would be glad to take any donations 

of toys to her office for the drop off. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

Please note that there will be a congregational meeting 

on Sunday, December 11th following the service.  The 

purpose of this meeting is to elect new members to 

session.  These new members of session will serve for 

three years.  Leaving Session are Mary Jane Johnson 

and Lori Lewis. 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

December  4—Ruben Mangels 

December 20—Rowen Wiker 

December 23—Gloria Berry 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

December 17—John & Linda Harbaugh  

 

 
 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Lois & Gary Mort—for better health for both of them. 

Linda Harbaugh—to stay healthy. 

John Harbaugh—is still waiting on having shoulder 

surgery. 

Edna Johnson—as she is undergoing chemotherapy 

again. 

Pete Vallosio—for continued good health.  Both he and 

Dorothy are still residing at Restmor. 

Dorothy Vallosio—more energy and strength plus good 

health.   

Dorothy Williams—prayers for good mobility and health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

Kathy Voekler—for health problems that have occurred 

after her last surgery. 

Pastor Penny—as she seeks help for the pain and 

numbness in her back and legs. 



Looking back on my life, I have been truly blessed. I have a very loving and caring family who has always been 

there for me. I have been blessed with some of the greatest friends anyone could ask for, and I have the most 

amazing and wonderful man in my life. 

 

The one thing I think I am missing is a good memory. I say this, because I often forget how blessed I am; I 

forget how fortunate I am to have such wonderful and amazing people in my life. I forget that I didn't do 

anything to deserve a man like him, but instead that he is in my life by the grace of God. 

 

I think this is something that we all forget. We look at our lives and see what we are missing, instead of what 

we have. We look so far down the road, that we miss the blessings that are right in front of our face. Instead of 

being thankful for what we have, we 'lust' after what we do not. 

 

As humans, that is one of our biggest problems; we are never satisfied. We always want more. Perhaps it is 

more money, perhaps more power or influence, perhaps a bigger house or a more 'normal' family. There are lots 

of things we want in life, lots of things that we desire, and they keep our focus on we do not have, instead of 

what we do. 

 

And of course, this misguided focus, this lust for the things we do not have, is often the very thing that hurts and 

destroys relationships. I do not think there is a better example of this than Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve had 

everything anyone could have wanted; they had each other, they had a garden full of fruits and vegetables, they 

were the rulers of all beasts, and they had one of the closest relationships with God. 

 

But for Adam and Eve, that wasn't enough. They were still unsatisfied because they hadn't fulfilled all of their 

dreams. They wanted more! Instead of looking at the beautiful garden, and how blessed their lives were, they 

wanted something they couldn't have; the forbidden fruit. And they pursued that desire, just like many of us 

pursue desires that may not be beneficial to ourselves or to our families, and in doing so they lost nearly 

everything. 

 

By focusing on their desires, instead of their relationship with God, they destroyed it. By focusing on their 

desires, instead of the blessing of their home, the Garden of Eden, they lost it. By focusing on their desires, the 

first recorded 'blame' entered their relationship. 

 

Perhaps that is one of the most dangerous lusts, the lust of being self-perfect; to know everything and be right 

all the time. This lust by itself causes us to ignore others opinions, feelings, and a lot of the times, the truth. Just 

like Adam blamed Eve to protect himself, this lust causes us to blame others to protect our pride (Proverbs 

13:10). 

 

Christmas is a time for us to reflect on the blessings we have received, and not the ones we haven't. Christmas 

isn't about giving gifts, but acknowledging the gifts we have been given. Christmas is a time for us to really take 

a deep look at ourselves, and ask, "What are we lusting for," and more importantly, "Why?" 

 

Christmas is a time to be satisfied; a time for us to cherish the gifts God has given us. To cherish the 

wonderful salvation provided to us through His son Jesus Christ, to cherish our personal relationship with Him, 

to cherish our families and friends, and to cherish the many other blessings we have received. 

 

This season, ask yourself, "What blessings have I been given," and then ask yourself, "How can I cherish them, 

and show that I am thankful for them?" 

 

Shalom,  

Pastor Penny  
 

http://www.simpledevotions.org/2007/12/12/never-satisfied.html
http://www.simpledevotions.org/2007/12/12/never-satisfied.html
http://www.simpledevotions.org/publications/salvation


Serving God Our Leftovers  

Thanksgiving at our house is always an insane mix of noise and quite, food and more food, pie and more pie, 

and leftovers. This year was no exception. Our guests this year included my only niece and her fiancé, both 

from California, and an assortment of family members ranging in age from 9 months to 85 years of age.  

After setting everything up the night before, my job was to roll out of bed at 3 a.m. and start the process of 

cooking the turkeys I had so Martha Stewart-ishly laced with garlic, onion, and bacon drippings the day before. 

By 6 a.m. the whole house smelled of garlic, and I was exhausted and grouchy. I was indeed fortunate I was 

the only one up at that hour because I was talking to myself in some not so nice terms about all the work that 

was still to be done.  

People arrived like the Magi each bringing more food - everyone brought their own specialties. Every piece of 

silver ware we owned got used, some more than once. Every serving dish and big spoon got drug out and 

plopped into things like sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, green beans, deviled eggs, a brussel sprout dish 

with fresh seasoned panko that my niece made, 7 layer salad, cranberry/orange relish, portabella mushroom 

appetizers, pumpkin and apple pie that my niece took most the day before making and me just a few minutes 

to burn the fluting on the crust on the top pie (I turned on the broiler instead of the oven, I did learn, however, 

you can break off the black part and still eat the pie). Oh yeah, and garlic turkey. 

We said our family blessing and then ate until we were sufficiently miserable. We played games, walked in the 

pasture, fed the livestock, stoked the fireplace, and then ate some more. The kids didn't get naps. I didn't get a 

nap.  

I found myself late that night, alone in the kitchen doing more pots and pans than I knew we had.  It was at 

that moment that I realized that my day set aside to offer thanks, was in reality, a day so busy, so full, so jam-

packed with activity, that I had pushed God into the margin space - the leftover time. I suppose that serving 

and loving your family is a way of serving God. The dirty dishes meant that a family had been fed. The bowls of 

leftovers meant we had more than we needed. The smiling faces meant that everyone had a good time and 

we enjoyed being with one another.  

Sometimes in the hectic pace of our lives we have to stop and take account of how much time we give to God. 

You and I each are given 168 hours every week, we can't save it, we can only invest it. So as we begin the wild 

ride from Advent to Christmas to sheer exhaustion, with its parties, dinners, concerts, school programs, I leave 

you with one more thought, "Is there room in your heart for Jesus?" 

Peace to you and your family this season, Mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Skroodle Noodle Casserole 
Recipe from Mary Jane Johnson 

 
1 - 8 ounce Skroodle Noodles cooked and drained 
1 to 1 1/2 lbs. hamburger 
1/2 cup chopped onion 
1 - 8 ounce cream cheese, cut into chunks 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1 can (12 ounce) corn and liquid 
1/2 cup milk 
  
Brown hamburger and onion, drain 
Add all other ingredients and mix. 
Pour into greased casserole dish 
Bake at 325 degrees for 1 hour 
  
Or in the microwave - OMIT the milk and cook on high 5-10 minutes 
 

 

 

 

 

 


