
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Easter arrives early this year (March 27th) which means 

the season of Lent will begin early too.  It all starts with 

Ash Wednesday on February 10th.  As in years past we 

will be holding the service with the Washington 

Presbyterian Church.  This year the church in 

Washington will hold the Ash Wednesday service and our 

church will have the Maundy Thursday service in March. 

The Ash Wednesday service on February 10th will begin 

at 7:00 p.m.  Prior to the service we have been invited to 

join the Washington congregation for a light soup supper 

at their church at 6:00.  (No reservations needed.) 

If you would like to attend, but can’t get there, then just 

talk to someone on Session.  They’ll try to come up with a 

ride for you. 

 

FIFTH QUARTER 

After a lengthy conversation with our young folks, Lori 

Lewis and those that have still been participating in Fifth 

Quarter have decided to meet just once a month.  They’ll 

join our congregation when we have a soup and game 

night on the 20th for their February activity.  Then in 

March they will attend Winterjam on Sunday, March 20th. 

Fifth Quarter has been part of our church for a number of 

years now.  The young people that participate in it are a 

great group and have done well under Lori’s guidance 

(along with several other adults).  Hopefully they’ll 

continue to meet as both the young people and the adults 

have gained a lot from being part of this group.  

 

SOUP & GAME NIGHT 

When it is cold and nasty outside what is better than a 

nice hot bowl of soup or chili? And instead of falling 

asleep in front of the TV, how about playing a hot game 

of Monopoly or Trivial Pursuit or something else with a lot 

of fun people?  Well the answer for all of that is the Soup 

and Game Night at our church on Saturday, February 

20th.  We’ll start with the meal at 6:00 and after that play 

some of the games people brought.   

If you are able to join us that evening, then please sign up 

on the sheet posted on the bulletin board.  Listed are food 

items needed for the evening.  Plans are to have two 

kinds of soup along with some chili.  Along with that we’ll 

cut up some Gondolas and then munch on all sorts of 

desserts and snacks.   So sign up and join us for an 

enjoyable winter evening—you’ll be glad you did! 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Did you know that our church is a member of the Morton 

Chamber of Commerce?  Because we are members, you 

as members of our congregation are able to attend 

chamber functions.  Mary Jane Johnson, the current past 

president of the chamber, encourages you to check out 

the Morton Chamber events on their website 

(www.mortonchamber.org) or find them on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/mortonchamber). 

WELCOME CAROL 

We are so pleased to welcome Carol Gorman to our 

congregation.  Carol has been attending church with us 

for several months now and recently expressed her 

desire to join our congregation.  Of course she was 

welcomed with open arms.  So please add Carol to your 

copy of our directory: 

               Carol Gorman (Husband Corby) 

               109 Summer Cir. 

               East Peoria, IL 61611 

               Phone:  699-5100 

 

 
 

http://www.mortonchamber.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mortonchamber


OTHER ADDRESSES 

 

As you know, we have several young men away from 

home at college.  In case you would like to drop them a 

line or send them some much appreciated goodies , 

here are their school addresses. 

(That reminds me of when my mother sent my older 

brother some homemade chocolate chip cookies when he 

was away for his first year of college.  She had been told 

that if you pack the cookies in popped popcorn that the 

cookies would arrive fresher and in one piece.  Well after 

doing this, my brother wrote [this was way before texting] 

and thanked her for the delicious cookies, but the 

popcorn was stale! ) 

So here are the addresses for our three college students: 

     Sam Grant  (Iowa State University) 

     5431 Wilson Lamson 

     Ames, IA 50013 

 

     Rob Harris  (Bradley University) 

     1300 W. Fredonia 

     Peoria, IL 61606 

 

     Nathan Null  (Monmouth College) 

     318 N. 9th St. 

     MC#87 

     Monmouth, IL 61462 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

February  1—Jim Grant 

February 18—Diana Null 

                       John Lewis 

February 19—Steve Johnson 

February 24—Teri White 

February 25—Dorothy Williams 

February 27—Barb Necessary 

February 28—Jean Turney 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

February 17—Andy & Claudia Ulavege 

 
 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Lois & Gary Mort—for better health for both of them. 

Linda Harbaugh—to stay healthy. 

John Harbaugh—is still waiting on having shoulder 

surgery. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 

Dorothy Williams—she is back in her own apartment, so 

prayers for continued mobility and health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

 

 

MARCH SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 

 

Please submit any information for the March Silo 

Soundings Newsletter by Wednesday; February 24th.  

This can be done via emails or submitted in writing.  With 

Easter falling in March, I want to have the Silo out by the 

end of February. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Hebrews 10:19-23 – Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus, by a new and living way … let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance 

of faith. … Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 

(NIV) 

 

The weeks of Lent have been for me a season of reflection. It's been a journey out of darkness, 

and I am thankful the sunrise is coming soon. Forty days is a long time to struggle with evil, 

tempted to feel discouragement, worrying over ill health. How does God control my blood 

pressure? How do I let go? Does Lent hold a special meaning for me this year? 

 

Where did "Lent" get its name? I have learned that the word "Lent" originally meant 

"springtime" and comes from the same root as the word "lengthen". So, Lent is from an old 

word used as the days grew longer. Here in Illinois, spring finds the days lengthening. The sun 

is slowly warming everything again. Creaky, painful old bones ease their aching, and 

depression lifts, as that lovely, fresh new green touches every living thing. It all reminds me of 

the continual renewal in my life that faith in Jesus gives. Each day dawns anew with joy and 

hope of new life to come. This is Lent for me. 

 

How did forty days get associated with Lent? In antiquity, the forty-day duration was obviously 

taken from Jesus' forty days of temptation in the wilderness prior to beginning his public 

ministry, detailed in Matthew 4:1-11. From Jesus' struggle, we know Lent to be a time for 

reflection on our struggle against the powers of evil. We are tempted to think we can do 

anything in our own power; yet this is the first step to self-worship. It also is the time when, as 

we struggle, we learn not to place our trust in fame and fortune. 

 

I remember the early days in my first parish. I was the second woman pastor to come to this 

predominately Mennonite town. The first was one who didn’t get along very well with the 

church or the community.  One of my first temptations was to think of myself more highly than 

I ought to think. During this Lenten season, have we given up the desire for praise? Has it been 

a time of humble reflection on our true worth? Do we now know the true cost to our pride that 

following Jesus demands? 

 

The Scripture from Hebrews 10:19-23 is a wonderful guide for some Lenten reflection at a 

deeper and deeper level. Now we have confidence to enter God's presence humbly, because we 

see now that it is the blood of Jesus that purifies our hearts of the sin of pride. The curtain 

between God and us has opened, revealing a new and living way – a wonderful springtime of 

the soul, and our risen Lord is here. 

 

Shalom,  

Pastor Penny  

 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4:1-11

