
IT’S FEBRUARY! 

 

Not much is going on this month.  We do have the ole 

ground hog who should be able to predict how long our 

winter will be.  It’s also the month in which we celebrate 

our loved ones and honor our presidents.  March though 

will start off with a bang as on the first of March is Ash 

Wednesday followed by the season of lent. 

 

So sit back with a good cup of coffee or whatever and 

enjoy the calm of February.  Hopefully the ground hog will 

bring us good news and spring will be just around the 

corner! 

 

 
EVENING OF CHOCOLATE & TRIVIA PURSUIT 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for Saturday, February 

18th.  We are going to have an evening of eating all sorts 

of chocolate goodies along with playing the latest edition 

of Trivial Pursuit.  Those attending are asked to bring 

some goodie to enjoy that has chocolate as part of the 

ingredients.  White chocolate, dark chocolate, milk 

chocolate….it doesn’t matter as long as it is chocolate!  

You are welcome to bring a bottle of wine or something 

else to pair with all the chocolate treats.  As usual, coffee 

will be provided. 

 

To help work off some of the calories from the chocolate, 

we’ll be playing the latest edition of Trivial Pursuit.  It has 

been suggested that we play men vs. women.  That 

always makes for an exciting game! 

 

So plan to attend on the 18th at 6:30 p.m.  Don’t forget to 

bring your chocolate, your bottle and your wits for an 

evening of good fun.  

 

THANKS FOR THE OFFERS 

 

Andy Ulavege has reported that several people have 

volunteered to help him mow the church yard this year.  It 

was nice to know that others were going to be able to 

help after losing his mowing buddy, Max McCammon.  He 

and Max mowed the church yard together for around 5 

years with Max starting before that.  So it was nice to 

hear that others were willing to help.  Thanks! 

 

 

DIRECTORY CHANGES/ADDITIONS 

 

Please make the following changes and additions to your 

church directories: 

 

     Diana Null – new email address 

          dmnull65@gmail.com 

 

     Lindner, Konrad & Lorraine 

        151 Oakwood 

         Morton, IL 61550 

         Konrad:  309-533-1678 

         kon@comcast.net 

         Lorraine:  309-826-6326 

         LPL6@comcast.net 

         Anniversary:  July 20 

         Birthdays:  Konrad--May 6/Lorraine—April 29 

         Lily—September 6/Max—May 3 

 

 

NEW CHURCH ADDITIONS 

 

The new double door that goes out to the silo has been 

installed.  It looks great and is nice and secure from 

weather and little visiting critters.   Now when we are 

able, we still have two other doors we’d like to replace.  

The double door unit by the pastor’s study and upstairs 

by the altar.  To do that, we probably will have to have a 

fund raiser.   

 

Our other new addition is a new copier, scanner, and 

printer.  The old one gave up last month and the new one 

will be used for this edition of the Silo—wish me luck! 
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SOME SUPER BOWL HUMOR 

 

“My cousin has 2 tickets for the 2017 Super Bowl, both 

box seats.  He paid $2,500 for each ticket, but he didn’t 

realize last year when he bought them, that it was going 

to be the same day of his wedding.  If you are interested, 

he is looking for someone to take his place.  It’s at First 

Methodist Church at 3 p.m.  Her name is Michelle.  She is 

5’6” and 135 pounds, a good cook and loves to cuddle.  

She’ll be the one in the flowing white dress!!!” 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

February  1—Jim Grant 

February 18—Diana Null 

                       John Lewis 

February 19—Steve Johnson 

February 24—Teri White 

February 25—Dorothy Williams 

February 27—Barb Necessary 

February 28—Jean Turney 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

February 17—Claudia & Andy Ulavege 

February 21—Ashley & Will Wiker 

The Lord's Love and Protection 

The Lord's love and protection  
Are never so far,  
That he cannot reach us  
Wherever we are. 
His arm outstretched 
Like an eagle's wing,  
Ever hovering with the love  
And care he brings. 
Enlightened by his strength  
And comforting power,  
We may rest and be assured 
Every day, every hour. 

--Teresa C. Hawes 

 

 
 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Lois & Gary Mort—for better health for both of them. 

Linda Harbaugh—to stay healthy. 

John Harbaugh—is still waiting on having shoulder 

surgery. 

Edna Johnson—as she is undergoing chemotherapy 

again. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health with 

more energy and strength. 

Dorothy Williams—prayers for good mobility and health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

 

 

 
 



Under New Management 

During a recent trip to Canada, I noted to my traveling companion and driver that it was easier to get out of 

the United States than it was to get back in, even with a passport. The French speaking customs agent at an 

obscure little border crossing into Canada could not have been nicer or more welcoming even though this was 

two days before their election for a new prime minister. I would have thought the crossing might be a bit 

more challenging. Returning to the United States was a much different story.  

At the border crossing back to upstate New York, we were met with a barrage of questions, even after 

presenting our passports and drivers licenses. We were in Canada less than 48 hours. We were asked what we 

had purchased, and were bringing back in. We were on a quick business trip. I declared one jar of jam. "That's 

all?" I told the US Customs agent we were looking at routes for a bicycle ride supporting disabled coalition 

veterans. Canada welcomed us with open arms. The Canadian border agent, a Canadian veteran, gave us maps 

and restaurant suggestions, and heaped praise on us for our work. Ah, but the land of the free...a much 

different story. I guess I needed to buy more jam.  

As I watched the making of history on Friday, and the peaceful transfer of power, I envisioned newcomers 

entering the United States passing through Customs under a sign that reads, "Welcome to the United States! 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT".  Being in Canada on election night and being in the United States on election 

night then watching the Inauguration, were very different feelings. I'm making NO political statement here, 

only making an observation. 

As earthly travelers professing a faith and belief of an afterlife in the presence of Christ, I wondered what my 

spiritual passport might look like. What stamps might be on it showing where I had traveled? What would I say 

about what I did with my years, my skills, my talents, my treasures? Did I truly serve others, or did I just go 

through the motions? Was my life about Christ, or was it about serving my own ego?  

When the day comes that my life is examined before crossing over the boundary of life into the Kingdom of 

God, I hope when I'm examined to see if I really did accept Christ's way and not the world's way, they find a 

well weathered sign over the door of my heart that says, "UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT".  

How about you? Have you ever placed your heart, "UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT"? 

Peace and Love, Mike 

What’s Love Got to Do With It? 

 

February is a month in which a lot of attention is given to the topic of love. The sad part is most people have 
absolutely no idea what love looks like or how it’s supposed to act. It’s no wonder. Over the last fifty years or 
so, thanks to an increasingly amoral entertainment industry, love has become synonymous with sex. Sad to 
say, most people don’t know the difference. 
 
Back when my youngest son was in sixth grade the teacher of the science class asked parents to attend his 
class on a certain day. He was going to try to begin a discussion about sexual and asexual reproduction.  The 
teacher knew he was in for a challenge before he even started. Still, he wasn’t prepared for a surprising 
revelation. 
 
Amid the snickers and snorts as he tried to introduce his lesson, one of his students teasingly said, “Oh, man! 
We thought you were going to teach us about making love.” 



 
“I don’t think so,” he shot back. “Besides, sex and love ARE not the same thing,” he told the class.  In an instant 
the room went completely quiet. His students stared at him with open mouths. The look of surprise and shock 
on the kids’ faces told me that these kids actually believed the lie. They really did think the two were the 
same. 
 
With today’s world view a lot of people are operating on the assumption love is some mysterious thing that 
just happens and over which you have no control. The number one reason cited for divorce is “I just don’t love 
him/her anymore.” This statement is often accompanied by a sigh and a shake of the head as though the 
speaker can’t understand how it could have happened. 
 
The Bible, on the other hand, gives a very different picture of love. In 1 Corinthians 13 we read, “Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.” And in 1 John 4:7-8 we learn that love 
comes from God because God is himself love. No mystery here. Love is clearly defined by God’s word. 
 
Oddly enough, even Christians have somehow bought into the idea love is a warm fuzzy feeling. But love is not 
a feeling. It’s a choice. Matthew 5:44 tells us to “love your enemies.” It is impossible to feel warm and fuzzy 
about people we don’t like. Enemies, by virtue of the fact they ARE enemies, don’t inspire those kinds of 
feelings. Therefore, since we know God wouldn’t ask or command us to do something we CAN’T, it must mean 
love is a choice. 
 
Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35)  By 
understanding the nature of love and then choosing to operate in it we declare ourselves as followers of 
Christ. It isn’t the t-shirt we wear or the little fish on our cars. They’ll know us by our love. 
 
In the dead of winter trees are difficult to tell apart unless you’re a horticulturalist. The bare branches all tend 
to look the same against a gray winter sky. In spring the blossoms give a hint of what will follow, but by late 
summer the identity of the tree is completely revealed with the appearance of fruit. There can be no mistaking 
an apple tree for a peach tree. The fruit is the evidence. 
 
The same could be said of Christians. From a distance we might look like anyone else. But upon closer 
inspection we should find the fruit of the Spirit as evidence of our experience. In Galatians 5:22 we read, “But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.”  
 
The fact the scriptures likens these attributes to fruit indicates they can be cultivated, or grown. As we grow in 
Christ, the fruit of the Spirit grows in us. Or, at least it should. 
 
I must confess I sometimes struggle with whether I’m doing this “Christian life” thing the way I’m supposed to. 
“Lord, this is hard!” I whine during my prayer time. “It shouldn’t be this complicated.” And usually in the 
middle of my whining the Lord reminds me it really isn’t all that complicated. Love God and love everyone 
else, because love covers a multitude of sins. Ah, simplicity. 
 
So – what’s love got to do with it? Just everything! 
 

In God’s Love,  

Pastor Penny  

http://bible.cbn.com/ContentView.aspx?book=46&sc=13&phrase=1%20Corinthians%2013

