
SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 

 
ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY 

 

For those that have signed up for our Christmas Dinner Party, 

it is on Tuesday, December 4th beginning at 6:00 p.m. with 

wine and appetizers.  Dinner will start around 6:30.  The menu 

for the evening is: 

 

Domestic Cheeses with Sliced Meats, Crackers 

& Grapes 

Buffalo Chicken Dip with Tortilla Chips 

Rolls & Butter 

Waldorf Salad 

Herb Roasted Butter Chicken 

Au Gratin Potatoes 

Green Beans with Pecans & Dried Cherries 

Assorted Desserts 

Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade & Wine 

 

The cost is $21.00/person payable that evening.  If paying by 

check, please make it out to the church.   

 

Following the dinner there will be a grab bag that is optional.  If 

participating, please wrap the item, make certain it can be for 

male or female and it cost no more than $15.00. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

There will be a Congregational Meeting following the worship 

service on Sunday, December 9th.  The purpose of this 

meeting is to elect two members to session.  The nominating 

committee will present their nominations and then nominations 

can also be submitted from the floor for consideration.  We will 

then vote for two of the nominees.  They will then begin their 

term in January after being sworn in during a Sunday service.   

 

 

NANCY SAYS THANKS 

 

COINCIDENCE? 

“A few years ago, I was confined to bed for a few days with a 

backache, so my mother-in-law came to stay with me and care 

for my children; a toddler and a baby.  One afternoon someone 

knocked at the door and she answered it.  Had I been alone, I 

never would have opened the door, but of course she didn’t 

know that.  Well, the person at the door was the organizing 

pastor of the new First Presbyterian Church.  We talked for 

quite some time and it was that afternoon that I became the 

organist for the new church.  Coincidence?  I don’t think so.  I 

truly believe that God had a plan for me that afternoon and I 

am so glad he did. 

 

It has been my privilege to be your organist and choir director 

all these years.  I thank you for your gifts and your kind words, 

but most of all for being my friends. 

 

Thank you and God bless you all.” 

Nancy 

 

 

THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS 

 

The Peoria Area Civic Choral that Mike and Helen Claver are 

members of, will be preforming at Five Points Washington on 

December 14, 15, and 16.  They will be presenting “A Family 

Christmas” on those days.   

 

Some of us are wanting to attend, so Mary Jane Johnson has 

volunteered to purchase tickets for the Sunday performance at 

3:00.  The cost is $20 for an adult.  If you wish to attend with 

the group, then please see Mary Jane right away.  If you need 

transportation, then let her know and she’ll find someone to 

take you.  A group went last year and found it was a great way 

to start the holiday season. 

 
THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS 

 

At this time of the year we find in our hearts that it is always 

better to give than receive.  So to make our hearts grow, our 

church has adopted a local family for Christmas.  We are 

asking the congregation to help by purchasing gifts for one, 

two, or all six members of the family.  Then bring the items to 

church by Sunday, December 9th so that they can be sorted 

and wrapped. 

 

Included with this newsletter is a separate list of sizes and 

some ideas for the family members.  This is so you can take it 

with you when you go shopping for them.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity and kind heart. ☺ 



 
ANOTHER SWEET BUNDLE OF PINK 

 

Another baby girl has been born!  Congratulations go out to the 

proud parents, Ashley (Hauter) and Will Wiker, on the birth of 

their daughter, Adeline Isabelle on November 11th.  Welcoming 

her home is big brother Rowen.  With her birth, Adeline now 

brings Grandma Cheryl’s count to 10!  Best wishes to all. 

 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

 

Celebrating a child’s birth is always special and on Christmas 

Eve we do that by rejoicing in the birth of a very special child, 

the Christ child, Jesus.  He began his life in a stable as there 

was no room at the inn.  Here at our church we celebrate that 

birth in a barn, a stable, on that magical night. 

 

Please join us on Christmas Eve for a truly beautiful 

candlelight service beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Remember that 

your family, friends and guests are more than welcome to join 

us that evening.  Following the candlelight service we will be 

serving Christmas cookies, candy and hot wassail in the 

fellowship room, so plan to stay and visit for a while if you can. 

(If you’d like to bring some cookies and or candy, please put 

them on disposable plates to make clean up easier.) 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY SERVICE 

 

When we have five Sundays in a month, we have been 

worshiping with the Washington and Danvers churches 

alternating locations.  For the Fifth Sunday in December we 

are going to be at the Washington Presbyterian Church.  

Service will begin at 10:00 with a potluck following on 

December 30th.   

 

This service is going to fit in nicely with the season as it will be 

an all musical one.  Hymns and songs of Christmas will be 

sung and performed throughout the entire time.  And as a 

bonus, the Washington Bell Choir will also perform. 

 

If you need a ride, let someone on session know. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

December 20—Rowen Wiker 

December 23—Gloria Berry 

 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

December 17—Linda & John Harbaugh 

 

 
 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Mike Claver—still experiences mental “blips” as a result of his 

accident late last year. 

Lois Mort—has returned home and may she stay there now. 

Gary Mort—for better health. 

Linda Harbaugh—for continued improvement in health. 

Edna Johnson—for needed strength. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for good health with more energy 

and strength. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Hurry Up and Wait 

 

Since our last Advent Season, our earthly excursion has taken us around the sun on a four-season 

adventure. In the past year, many things have changed. We happily welcomed new family 

members, and in some cases, said goodbye to others. Yet one thing has not changed. Jesus has not 

returned, at least not that we are aware. There are still wars. There is still famine. Life threatening 

illnesses like cancer and heart disease are still with us. So, what’s keeping him?  Truth is, we don’t 

have any idea when that day will come, but God does. Until then, we wait. 

Advent is a time of waiting, patiently waiting. In the days of December, we will decorate our 

houses, sing songs, go to parties, go shopping, light candles, drink hot chocolate, and if we are 

lucky, see a child’s face and share their excitement counting down the days.  

Are we still excited about waiting for Christmas, or has it become a season of, “Humbug!?” We get 

more tired than we once did as our patience with crowds dwindles. If there is an up-side to the 

malls this year, it’s that the big stores have closed, and the parking should be plentiful.  

This Advent Season, I pray that each of you find room in your hearts for that little baby, that you 

experience Advent like a child once again. Set aside the “adulting” things we are required to do. 

Oh, for sure, go to work, pay your bills, and buy groceries, but take time for your spiritual welfare. 

Read the Christmas story from Luke, and be reminded to that quiet night Christ entered the world.  

He came once upon a time. He will come again. Until then, we wait! 

God’s Peace, Love, and Warmth to you and yours this season! 

Mike   

  

 


